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AN ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB FOR
NEWCOMERS EXAMINING THE LEGACIES
OF COLONIAL HARM IN VANCOUVER
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WHY IS IT NEEDED?

In 2014, the City of Vancouver committed to
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becoming a, “City ot Reconciliation.” But as the Urban

Indigenous Advisory Committee has pointed out, the
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WHAT IS IT?

We piloted an online conversation club for newcomers

city is failing in this goal.

Indigenous peoples should not have to shoulder the
emotional burden of educating non-Indigenous
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people in Canada about colonial violence. We hoped
Sandra to find a way to contribute to reconciliation and

educate non-Indigenous people living in Canada in

to explore the topics of colonization, reconciliation, order to disrupt patterns of repeated violence and

and systemic racism. :
broken promises.
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We started from the basic premise that we are all
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We also recognize that COVID-19 has impeded

learning. None of us are experts, but we all all have a .
opportunities for many newcomers; folks are eager for

role and responsibility to play in taking meaningful

action towards reconciliation. No matter how we got GRS © cqiiESRRERIRIGSiCeheir English

here, or why we came, we are now all living on skills. We provided a safe space for learning, growth

and community-building.
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unceded lands and need to be committed to education
and taking action.




OUTCOMES

For participants: dispel harmful myths about Indigenous peoples that many non-

Indigenous Canadians seem to hold, be more informed about the history of this
land, explore our roles as non-Indigenous peoples living on unceded land and
investigating how we can make change and reach a more hopeful and just
future. Providing a space for newcomers to practice their conversational

English.

For us : Our driving goal was to create anti-racism resources that somehow still
elicit creativity and joy. In the end, we also built relationships, learned from one
another and were invigorated by the enthusiasm of our participants.
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NEXT STEPS

Our pilot project was a success! We met from 5:30 to 7:15pm on Zoom for five weeks from October-November 2020. Newcomers were open
to the learning and eager for the opportunity to gather (virtually) and learn English. We noticed transformation and growth in the way our
participants’ thought about Indigenous peoples, their ability to express their learning and their commitment to taking action.

Now, we call on the City of Vancouver to take on stewardship and funding of this program and suggest community partners such as VPL,
Neighbourhood Houses, and adult ELL Programs at VCC and VSB.

faculty and community work together to design experimental projects
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