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THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD
INTRODUCTION
The Watson St. Laneway action plan provides an outline as to how
the space can be transformed from its current state filled with
parking and garbage, to one that highlights the large central area
and the existing art. Key to the activation of this space is
integrating small changes to the existing environment that will
contribute to the bigger picture of creating a pleasant
environment that encourages community use anytime of the year.

DEMOGRAPHICS
Based on demographic data provided by the City of Vancouver,
Mount Pleasant is densifying, both in people and housing.
Between 2006 and 2016, the population grew by 20% and the
number of young families increased by 62.2%. 86.7% of residents
already occupied apartments in 2016. The growing demographic
of people living in apartments suggests there is a growing
opportunity for public spaces to serve the community. Besides
residential areas, most of Mount Pleasant is comprised of food
service establishments, confining most of the neighbourhood to
residences or places where one must spend money to stay and
enjoy. There are many parks in the community that provide public
space and greenery but do not provide rain-cover. Public spaces
can provide opportunities for people to gather together and
engage with their local neighbourhood, and have the potential to
provide cultural, economic, social, health and environmental
benefits to the community. Given the growing demographic living
in apartments and the surrounding pay-to-stay establishments,
public spaces have an increasingly important role to play in the
Mount Pleasant community. This presents an opportunity to reinvent Watson St. Laneway into one of Mount Pleasant’s public
spaces, where people can freely socialize and interact outside their
homes. Watson St. Lane has the potential to enrich the Mount
Pleasant community by serving as an inviting environment that
encourages people to visit and make use of it, anytime of the year.
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POPULATION GROWTH
40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0

86.7% of neighbourhood residents live
in apartments

1996

2001

2006

2011

2016

From 2006 - 2016 the population of
the neighbourhood grew by 20%

WATSON ST. LANEWAY AT PRESENT
Watson St. Lane, in its current state of use, is a typical laneway: the pavement is cracked, vandalized
garbage bins are scattered along the side of food service establishments, and cars occupy the few
parking spots on the opposite side. Vehicles passing through the laneway is a common sight and
garbage trucks make their visits as necessary to collect trash. The laneway primarily serves as a service
corridor and a short-cut route for cars – a typical case of laneways throughout our city. However, there is
an element of beauty in the laneway in the form of murals, painted on the rear walls of the food service
establishments. Yet, the murals do not seem to stand out among the scatter of garbage bins and unkept
pavement and weeds. But what if this space can do more for the people of the Mount Pleasant
community? Perhaps there is untapped potential in this lane for something more…

Looking north along
Watson St. Laneway
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There are dwellings
on one side of the
laneway and rears
of food service
establishments on
the other.

8 permit parking
spaces line the
side of the
dwellings
4 of the spaces
are free for public
use for 2 hours at
certain times of
the day

Could there be an opportunity to restructure the space currently occupied by parking
spaces to open up the laneway and foster interaction?
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Garbage and disposal
bins are scattered along
the side of business
building rears.
The laneway provides
the necessary space to
house these garbage
bins and access for
collecting the waste.

Could there be an opportunity to clean up and organize the current dispersion
of garbage bins throughout the space?
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Murals are painted on the rear
walls of the food service
establishments.
The murals are part of the
Mural Festival, an annual arts
festival highlighting murals
throughout the city.

Could there be an opportunity to better present the murals so that they are
highlighted and appreciated throughout the year?
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Watson St. at night receives some lighting
from streetlights.
The lighting illuminates the pavement and
highlights the garbage bins as a result.
The murals are still visible, but not illuminated.

Could there be an opportunity for lighting to be improved and implemented
strategically to highlight murals and enhance safety?
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OPPORTUNITY
Given the growing demographic living in apartments and the
surrounding pay-to-stay establishments, public spaces have an
increasingly important role to play in the Mount Pleasant
community. This presents an opportunity to re-invent the laneway
into one of Mount Pleasant’s public spaces, where people can freely
socialize and interact outside their homes. Watson St. Laneway has
the potential to enrich the Mount Pleasant community by serving
as an inviting environment that encourages people to visit and
make use of it, anytime of the year.

CONSIDERATIONS
In planning for revitalization of the space, we need to consider and plan around important existing
aspects of the laneway. The identified aspects are:
Local businesses: Being considerate of the business interests of local businesses, by taking care to
not increase competition
Murals: Maintaining and highlighting the existing murals
Laneway access: Maintaining laneway access for garbage trucks and emergency vehicles
Noise levels: Consideration not to encourage night-time noise levels in the newly created space
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THE CONCEPT
OUR VISION
The goal for the laneway is to create a space that is environmentally inviting and can be used by
different groups of people in all weather, seasons, and times of day. To achieve this, our action plan sets
out five main action areas; greenery, surface improvement, shelter and gathering place, lighting, and
garbage management.

Greenery

Surfaces

Shelter & Gathering Space

Lighting

Garbage

GREENERY
Increasing greenery is an effective and direct way to improve the
environment of the site, while creating a more attractive space. In
addition to providing aesthetic value, there are many benefits to
ecosystem services for improving greenery. For example, increasing
green infrastructure can enhance air quality and improve
microclimates in the city. However, due to the limited space and
the urban growth condition, we will be planting native shrubs in
movable wooden planters. We are going to utilize different tree
species with high tolerance to urban conditions as well, including
both evergreen and deciduous trees. For the selection of species, in
addition to considering if the species are suitable for the growth
condition, seasonality of the tree species is another focus for
species selection. We want to provide diverse tree species with
different flowering periods and different colours, and thus provide
different landscapes for the four seasons. Our recommendations of
species to include in the space are listed below.
Shrubs

Lonicera pileata
Rosa 'Simon Fraser'
Spirea japonica 'Magic Carpet'
Myrica gale
Vaccinium ovatum
Dicentra formosa
Disporum hookeri

Trees

Magnolia x loebneri ‘Leonard Messel’
Acer Palmatum
Cornus florida
Prunus cerasifera
Picea pungens ‘The Blues’
Picea glauca ‘Blue Wonder’
Malus ‘Evereste’
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SURFACES
The objective for surface improvement is to mitigate drainage issues and to improve the overall surface
condition while adding colour to the laneway.

PERMEABLE
RUBBER PAVEMENT
This rubber pavement is made from 100%
recycled post-consumer tires, which creates a
very porous, open grid surface that allows
rainwater to penetrate quickly and is also
friendly for growth of tree roots. Using this kind
of rubber pavement can greatly reduce the
rainwater runoff, and rainwater can disperse
throughout the subsoil to provide needed
sustenance for plants. In addition, the rubber
pavement is resilient to provide a low slip,
comfortable and safe surface for pedestrians,
and it is also safe for skateboards, strollers,
bicycles and light vehicles (USSA Inc, n.d.).
Making sure the space is an easy walk or roll for
everyone is key to creating accessibility,

BRICK PAVING WITH “INVISIBLE” DRAINAGE
To improve drainage, an efficient solution we identified is an invisible drainage system with brick
pavement. This kind of slotted drainage is very durable. The only parts of the drain exposed are the
stainless steel surface angles, and the rest of the drain is embedded into the concrete, allowing the
structure to handle a lot of weight.

RAIN ACTIVATED ART

In order to increase the attractiveness of the
site when it rains, we are planning to
implement rain activated art on the ground
throughout the space. This is a unique draw
in that it invites people to visit on a rainy day
to see new art that is only visible when wet.
As of March 2015, there are approximately 25
installations of rain-activated art in Seattle
(Morrow, 2015)
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION
SHELTER
We designed a wooden semiopen shelter to provide seating
along the laneway. The clear
roof and the open design make
it easy to gather in the space
on rainy days, while still having
ample light and a view. The
space acts as a gathering place
where people can chat with
others and watch their
children at the same time.

GATHERING SPACES
Since there are many young
families living in Mount
Pleasant, providing a
recreational facility for children
to play is a way to encourage
families to enjoy the space. An
amenity such as a playground
would contribute to Watson St.
Laneway serving as a fun
neighbourhood space for
families and children.
Having a space that supports
outdoor activities for families is
important to the greater social
connectivity for the whole
community.
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LIGHTING
Corresponding to our overall vision of a space that can be enjoyed when the sun is not out, providing
better overall street level lighting is important to allow people to enjoy the space at night. Using
strategically placed spotlights to illuminate trees and murals can enhance the atmosphere of the
laneway at night.

GARBAGE MANAGEMENT
We are implementing a consolidated plan for waste collection to centralize garbage needs for the
businesses. This will include a recycling hub that will be created through collaboration with the
businesses along the block, to help keep the space clean while decreasing the number of garbage
bins dispersed throughout the space. The recycling hub is at the bottom of the slope, near the side of
East 14th Avenue, allowing easy access for municipal garbage collection trucks. In addition, the
garbage recycling hub is camouflaged by surrounding plants, hiding unsightly garbage bins from
direct sight.
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PARTNERSHIPS &
COMMUNITY BUILDING
An essential element of creating a space that will last for the community is building relationships with
stakeholders in the area, including businesses and community organizations. It is essential to engage
in dialogue with both groups to create a space that benefits the whole community. In building these
relationships, we are looking to the following groups to help make our vision a success.

One of the goals of Watson St. Laneway Re-imagined is creating a space that is suitable for hosting a
variety of activities for the community. It is designed to be a environment that different groups and
artists can make use of for activities and installations, which can further enliven the area and ensure
sustained engagement.
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The anticipated launch of the space is currently set for March 2021. By launching the space at a less
desirable time of year to be outdoors, we want to show that less-ideal weather conditions should not
impact the value of a space to the community. The launch event will invite the community to enjoy the
new space as well as share their ideas for events and activities that can be held in the laneway. The
event will offer warm beverages, games, and an opportunity to get to know their neighbourhood
better. What we want to achieve in Watson St. Laneway is a place that can be enjoyed by everyone in
the community in all weather.
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WATSON ST.
LANEWAY
RE-IMAGINED

A place to gather
with friends and family,
rain or shine,
any time of the year.
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