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Vision

Connect Fort is a space for people to meet 

and interact with one another. We believe that 

Vancouverites should feel connected and engaged in 

the places and spaces that matter to us. We aimed to 

create a space where people could feel comfortable 

making new connections, and start to build trust.

22
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The Event 

Bridge Warming was a free event by created by CityStudio students in 
partnership with VIVA Vancouver.

Giant Blanket Fort. Hot Chocolate. Greenery. Knowledge Sharing. Music. 
Extreme Coziness. A Light Show. 

On Friday, November 24th from 3 - 8 PM, you are invited to Vancouver’s 
first ever Bridge Warming event! 20 students from SFU Semester in 
Dialogue at CityStudio have partnered with VIVA Vancouver to create 
engaging and thought-provoking projects under the Cambie Bridge. 
Bridge Warming shows the potential of Vancouver’s covered spaces for 
year-round events. Come on out, get warm and cozy, and help us bring 
life to an underused space - rain or shine!

WHO: Everyone is welcome at our free event!
WHEN: November 24th, 3 - 8 PM
WHERE: Under the south side of the Cambie Bridge, between 1st and 
2nd Avenue; Near Olympic Village Station
WHAT: bringing life to an underused space

• Join us for an interactive jam session at our pop up performance 
space.

• Share your thoughts and creativity on our participatory chalk walls.
• Swap stories and skills at our library-themed learning hub. 
• Hang out in Vancouver’s first large-scale public blanket fort.
• Discover how native plants contribute to urban biodiversity in a 

miniature cityscape garden. 
• Watch live music performances, and a spectacular light show by 

Hfour, which will bring the awe and wonder back to colour in our 
oversaturated world.

Our project was executed as part of the larger CityStudio 
Bridge Warming Event. Bridge Warming was a public 
space event aiming to bring life to the space under the 
Cambie Bridge. 5 teams developed and brought their 
projects to life for the one day event.  Bridge Warming 
welcomed over 500 people to explore what public space 
can be during the winter time.  

Event Details 
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Bridge Warming

Under the South Side of the Cambie Bridge 
Steps from Olympic Village Station 

FEATURING IMMERSIVE PROJECTIONS BY HFOUR
AND STUDENT PUBLIC SPACE ACTIVATIONS 

BRINGING LIFE TO AN UNDERUSED SPACE

24th November, 2017
3:00pm–8:00pm
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Project Summary
Introduction

Purpose

Connect Fort was developed as part of 
Bridge Warming, an event hosted by 
the Fall 2017 cohort of SFU’s Semester 
in Dialogue at CityStudio. For one night, 
the semester’s cohort was challenged 
to activate an underused public space; 
specifically, the underside of the Cambie 
Street Bridge. 

When designing our specific activation, we 
wanted to focus on fostering connections 
between people. Building friendships has 
long been a concern in Vancouver - this 
is specifically evident in the results of the 
Vancouver Foundation’s 2012 Connections 
and Engagement report. We decided to 
launch Vancouver’s first  
large-scale public blanket fort, creating a 
space for people to meet and interact. 

Studies such as the Connections and 
Engagement report, have shown that 
making new, genuine connections in 
Vancouver isn’t easy. So, we wanted 
to create a fun environment of social 
connection for Vancouverites, specifically 
during the colder and rainier times of the 
year. 

Connect Fort supports Vancouver’s Healthy 
City Strategy goal to cultivate connections. 
This was achieved by creating a space 
where people could feel comfortable 
making new connections, and nurturing 
existing ones. These types of community 
connections also tap into Vancouver’s 
developing resilience strategy. 

We saw a blanket fort as an answer to 
many of the challenges we faced. It was 
a way to capture nostalgia, fun,W and a 
sense of whimsy, serving as a great draw 
to attract people to the space. Inside the 
fort, we provided ample seating, a fake 
fire, as well as simple games, to encourage 
people to sit, stay, and talk with one 
another. Considering that there are people 
who make use of structures like these as 
shelter in the winter, we collected several 
boxes of warm winter clothing donations 
from visitors for the Union Gospel Mission.
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The Team

Group members (left to right)

Riley McLeod
Fabrication Lead 
rileynmcleod@gmail.com

Alyssa Quan
Communications Manager 
alyssaq@sfu.ca

Mischa Price
Design Lead
memischap@gmail.com

Olivia Hui
Equipment Manager
ohui@sfu.ca

Riley McLeod is a communications major in her final 
semester at SFU. She was born and raised in Squamish, 
BC and moved to Vancouver in 2010. Riley enjoys being 
a part of a community and participating in local events. 
She is also interested in how public space can be used to 
bring people together and foster connections.

Alyssa Quan is an SFU Communication major, with a minor 
in Interactive Arts & Technology. With a focus in Media 
Arts, she enjoys telling stories through writing, film, and 
design. She is passionate about community development, 
bringing people together through events, arts, and 
culture. In her spare time, Alyssa practices dance and 
competitive cheerleading.

Mischa Price is a design student in his third year at SIAT at 
SFU. He is passionate about transportation, sustainability, 
and cities. Mischa also loves escaping the city and relaxing 
at his cabin on Gambier island. Balancing urban living 
with west coast nature.

Olivia Hui wanted to expand her horizons and learn how 
to initiate sustainability projects while also realizing what 
it takes to work with high level stakeholders. Her time 
spent as a youth educator has shaped her into a patient 
and nurturing soul capable of understanding the needs of 
those she is guiding. 
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CityStudio Challenge
Site

Staff

Support

Connect Fort was located underneath 
the south side of Cambie Street Bridge, 
as part of CityStudio’s Bridge Warming 
event on November 24th, 2017. This site 
was identified by Viva Vancouver lead Paul 
Kreuger an ideal site for a winter activation.

Connect Fort made use of a large, round 
cement pad underneath the bridge, which 
had previously housed an art installation. 
The cement floor made the fort structurally 
sound, and allowed for easy accessibility, 
especially considering those with mobility 
issues. The pad is about fifty feet south 
from West 2nd Avenue, and is visible from 
Olympic Village station.

We consulted with Katie McPherson, 
Chief Resilience Officer and Tobin Postma, 
Director of Strategic Initiatives from the 
City of Vancouver about our project’s 
connection to City Strategy. We also 
contacted Lihwen Hsu, Engaged City 
Program Coordinator to borrow tent 
frames for the event.

We reached out to Value Village 
Hastings, who generously provided 6 
boxes of sheets and blankets for us to use.

Hot chocolate was donated by JJ Bean 
Olympic Village. They generously 
supplied two full cambros of hot chocolate 
to serve in Connect Fort.

Tents were donated by the Flying Arrow 
Sports Club and the Lihwen Hsu from the 
City of Vancouver.  Pillows and cushions 
for inside of the fort were donated to us 

by Canadian Mattress Recycling Inc.  
Additionally, a large supply of rugs,lights, 
turf and games were supplied by 
Transformation Projects, which helped 
make our space feel more cozy and 
comfortable.

Finally, we would like to thank Jorge 
Amigo from Be My Amigo for providing 
us with tips and advice on facilitating and 
hosting our event that aims to help build 
connections between people

Left: Under Cambie Bridge. 
Bottom:Site of project 

Tobin  
Postma
Director of  
Strategic Initiatives

Katie 
McPherson
Chief Resiliency 
Officer 

Lihwen  
Hsu
Pop Up City Hall 
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Project Process 
Ideation

Speaking to Stakeholders

Acquiring Materials

We formed our project group on October 
11th, 2017,  and launched our event, 
Bridge Warming, six and a half weeks 
later on November 24th, 2017. We first 
discussed our individual hopes for this 
project, which allowed us to find our focus: 
creating genuine connections. We decided 
very early on that we wanted to use a 
blanket fort as our structure of choice, and 
it was the other elements like activities, 
and specific materials that came later on.

Throughout the first few weeks, we 
continued to brainstorm and dig deep 
into what we wanted to achieve with our 
project and how we would achieve these 
goals. We began by reaching out to City 
Staff that we felt would be interested in 
our project. Therefore, we met with Katie 
McPherson the Chief Resilience Officer 
and Tobin Postma the Director of Strategic 
Initiatives over the phone to discuss 
their input on how we could shape our 
project, achieve our goals, and also how 
our project could help them with the 
work that they do. Both Katie and Tobin 
provided input was very informative to our 
engagement pieces and the structuring 
our our activities. Additionally, we asked 
Tobin who he recommended we should 
collect donations of warm winter clothing 
for and he suggested the Union Gospel 
Mission.

Acquiring all of our project materials was 
the part of the process that took up the 
most time. This was mostly due to the 
fact that we wanted to avoid spending 

During our ideation, we 
researched and thought 
about how homelessness 
could be the main focus 
of our project.  Taking 
inspiration from a 
Scottish sleep out . 

But we ended up 
returing to the gathering 
and community space 
idea that initially sparked 
our project 
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our budget on materials and find in-kind 
donations or borrow items from anyone 
who had them. This involved reaching out 
via email, telephone, and in person to all 
of our supporters. We were very lucky with 
the amount of materials that were donated 
to us, and for that the only materials we 
had to rent were sandbags to hold down 
our structure. In total, the acquisition of 
all of our materials took approximately 4 
weeks.

We had been designing our project’s 
structure since very early on in the process, 
but it wasn’t until we had collected all of 
our tent structures and sheets that we 
were able to test. Most of the construction 
and testing took place within the last two 
weeks leading up to our project’s debut. 
The majority of our difficulties in this work 
came from the sewing labour, which took 
approximately 6 days to complete, and 
trying to figure out the best pattern for the 
fabric to be sewn in. This required an initial 
sew, testing it on the structures, and then 
draping it to see where additional stitches 
needed to be implemented.

Building and Testing
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Project Barriers
Connect Fort was subject to two major external factors: 
availability of materials, and weather conditions. 

Our project was shaped by the materials 
and resources that were available to us. 
With our requirement of being zero waste 
we wanted to make our project through 
borrowing and upcycling. 

Our biggest struggle was getting tent 
frames for the event. Early on two tent 
frames were made available from our 
classmate. However one was damaged 
before we received it. This prompted us to 
reach out to Lihwen Hsu, who supported 
our project by lending us two tents for our 
structure.

We faced the challenge of trying to keep 
our structure dry, warm, and unaffected by 
wind. To ensure the fort would stay dry, we 
covered the gravel with tarps to avoid any 
moisture seeping into the fort. For warmth, 
we sewed enclosed walls and a ceiling to 
the fort, and provided blankets and hot 
chocolate to support this need. To address 
the wind, the fort walls were weighed 
down by sandbags. Additionally, small 
holes were left in the juncture between 
the walls and ceiling to allow wind gusts 
to pass through without tearing the fort off 
the frames.

Material Availability

Weather Conditions
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Feedback & Outcomes
The attendance at Bridge Warming, and more specifically 
Connect Fort, exceeded our expectations. We had an 
incredible turnout which we estimate to be over 300 
visitors in the fort throughout the 5 hours of our event. The 
space we created was reacted to with an intense positivity 
and excitement from visitors. Many people stayed for an 
extended period of time to socialize, sip hot chocolate, 
and interact with games and activities.

Something that we didn’t expect, yet should have seen 
coming, was the popularity of our space for young 
children and their families. Many of the families stayed 
in our space for over an hour, and others returned again 
due to pleading from their children. It turns out that our 
location was perfect due to the number of young families 
living in the co-op housing nearby. It proved to also be 
a great place for parents to chat and connect with other 
parents and their children played together.

“This is a magical Harry Potter land!”

“This is so great, why hasn’t it happened before?”

“I’ve lived here for 25 years, and I was wary about 
living close to a bridge. I’ve never seen anything like 
this before and I wish it could happen all the time!”

Connect Fort found success with all ages, and it was the 
mixture of this diversity that truly made the space magical. 
Adults were excited by the nostalgia of being in a blanket 
fort, while being given permission to play games and be a 
kid again. It was incredible to see that our goal of creating 
connections was happening naturally, and that our space 
provided the right environment for this to happen.

It was great to see that the word had spread about our 
ask for donations for the Union Gospel Mission. From the 
event, we had received a generous donation of four large 
boxes of warm goods. We dropped these items off at 
UGM a few days after our event, and donated our sheets 
and blankets to Blanket BC’s Drive on the Line event.
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Before the day of action, we intended 
to facilitate conversations within the 
space, but at the same time we didn’t 
want interactions to feel forced. Once we 
saw that connections were happening 
organically, we decided to step back and 
focus on being good hosts to make guests 
feel comfortable. To foster this organic 
community-lead space, we decided not 
to hand-out our bookmarks. The few 
people who received bookmarks seem 
much more interested creating genuine 
connections, than filling out a form. 

“This reminds me of Occupy Vancouver’s movement 
- they also had pop up tents where people could go 
on and have conversations, and they also talked about 
building community in Vancouver.”

“THIS IS EVERYTHING I WANTED AND HOW IT SHOULD BE”

“I hope this happens all year round!”

Lessons Learned

Additionally, we did not foresee such a 
large amount of people to visit our space. 
By the last hour of the event, we had 
run out of our hot chocolate and during 
peak event time we had approximately 
40 people in a space that comfortable 
would have a maximum of about 20 
people. This was a great success for our 
project, however it also made us realize 
that it would be important to establish 
a maximum capacity for our space and 
having an organized way to enforce it.
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Future Opportunities

Steward 

Scale

Remaining Question

After Bridge Warming, Connect Fort 
will live on through new community 
connections. The next home of the blanket 
fort will be the Merakos Fieldhouse 
christmas market. Members of our team as 
well as the event team will bring the fort to 
new audiences. If Merakos wishes not to 
be a long term steward our peer Adele has 
expressed interest in bringing the fort to 
her new job as community coordinator. 

This project has the potential to scale 
out and be repeated with more forts 
being constructed, as well as the original 
fort being passed on as to not have 
it be wasted. We’d also hope for the 
all ages play function of the blanket 
fort be replicated in more permanent 
placemaking projects.

We still wonder how homelessness 
could be better integrated into the fort’s 
messaging? Considering our project’s 
structure, we believe that this project could 
be used to spark a larger dialogue about 
homelessness and housing in Vancouver. 
However, we would need to figure out an 
effective and respectful way to do so. 

Our second remaining question is whether 
it might be possible for our bookmarks, 
that we created for making connections, to 
be effective in other contexts than the fort? 
Or is there a natural way to incorporate 
them into the space that we created?
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Recommendations

Community Initiative: We learned from this project that 
people have the power to create spaces such as these 
for connection. Whether it is a blanket fort, or any other 
gathering spaces within the city. It is important for citizens 
to take the initiative themselves to create these spaces, 
as the possibilities are endless. It is also important to 
educate yourself about city bylaws and guidelines, to be 
able to understand whether permits may be needed to be 
obtained.

Create Space for Connection & Play: Our Project busted 
the myth that people do not want to connect. People 
DO want to connect, however there needs to be spaces 
created by the city to encourage this. This fact is event 
more relevant in the fall and winter time when the weather 
is cold and rainy. Vancouver has plenty of options in the 
summer, however there needs to be more of an effort and 
creativity put into placemaking during the other seasons.

Atmosphere: The atmosphere is really indicative of 
how people will act in a space. Through our project, 
we realized that a natural, playful, creative, friendly, and 
inviting space is an atmosphere that people will want to 
be in. This can be created by the design of the space but 
also how well it is hosted.

Permanent Fixtures: Before we implemented our project, 
we were unsure about how this specific neighbourhood 
might react. After so much excitement and positive 
feedback from the neighbours in the community, we 
learned that this community wants permanent structures 
like playgrounds or gathering places in this space.
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Appendix

Budget
 Fort construction and activities heavily relied on donations and borrowing, and as such, 
the total procurement value far exceeds the actual costs. We have noted each item’s 
price to illustrate the project’s total cost if all items needed to be purchased. 

 

 Connect Fort Budget 

  Units Price 
Total 
Value 

Budgeted 
Cost 

Actual 
Cost Source 

Structure 

10’ X 10’ 
Tents  3 $239.99 $719.97 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from Saadiyah, 
Lihwen 
If  purchased:  Costco 

60’  x 84’ 
Rugs 3 $34.97 $104.91 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow:  from 
Transformation Projects, 
Mischa 
If purchased:  Walmart 

12’ x 24’ 
Tarps 4 $28.97 $115.88 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow:  from Riley, 
Mischa 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Double 
Sheets 30 $14.97 $449.10 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind Donation: from 
Value Village 
If  purchased:  Walmart 

Turf 3 $542.00 $1,626.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow:  from Adrian 
If purchased: Home 
Depot 

Sandbags 10 $28.00 $28.00 $28.00 $25.00 
Rental from Westcoast 
Productions 

Zapstraps 1 $2.98 $2.98 $0.00 $0.00 
Bring:  Riley 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Sewing 
Labour 18 $20.62 $371.16 $0.00 $0.00 At  Living  Wage rate 

Decoration 

Lighting 2 $29.98 $59.96 $0.00 $0.00 
Bring:  Mischa 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Power Bar 1 $15.00 $15.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Bring:  Mischa 
If purchased:  Walmart 

 
22” x 22” Low 
Tables 3 $9.99 $29.97 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from CityStudio 
class 
If  purchased:  Ikea 

Shoe Mat 4 $0.50 $2.00 $0.00 $2.00 
Purchase:  from 
Dollarstore 

Blankets 14 $14.97 $209.58 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind Donation: from 
Value Village 
If  purchased:  Walmart 

Pillows  14 $7.00 $98.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind  Donation:  from 
Cdn Mattress Recycling 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Sticks 8 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 Found: Riley 
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Salt Lamp 1 $29.97 $29.97   
Bring: Riley 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Twinkle 
Lights 2 $12.00 $24.00   

Bring: Olivia, Riley 
If purchased:  Winners 

Pillow  covers 4 $5.00 $20.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind Donation: from 
Value Village 
*should come with 
pillows 

Welcome 
Mat 1 $14.97 $14.97 $0.00 $0.00 Borrow:  from Riley 

Logo (Iron 
On) 1 $2.00 $2.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind  Donation:  from 
Mischa 
If purchased:  Michaels 

Territorial 
Acknowledge
ment (Iron 
On) 1 $2.00 $2.00   

Inkind Donation:  from 
Mischa 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Donation  Box 2 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Inkind  Donation:  from 
BC  Liquor  Store 

Bean  Bag 
Chairs  (2) 2 $57.00 $114.00 $0.00 $0.00 Bring:  Gathering Team 

Activities 

Lego 3 

$109.86 
- 

$229.86 $449.58 $0.00 $0.00 
Bring: Gathering Team 
If  purchased:  Walmart 

Giant Jenga 1 $119.90 $119.90 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from Adrian 
If purchased: Bed Bath 
and  Beyond 

Connect  Four 2 $15.00 $30.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from Iva, Riley 
If purchased: Value 
Village 

Uno 1 $6.93 $6.93 $0.00 $0.00 
Borrow:  from Adrian 
If purchased:  Walmart 

Bookmark 
Printing (180 
bookmarks) 1 $53.76 $53.76 $46.49 $48.00 

Purchase: from East 
Van Graphics 

Pens 2 $1.25 $2.50 $0.00 $2.50 Purchase:  Dollar  store 

Hot  Chocolate 

36  cl  Mugs 40 $3.49 $139.60 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from CityStudio 
class 
If  purchased:  Ikea 

Hot 
Chocolate 2 $50.00 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Inkind  Donation:  from JJ 
Bean 

 

If purchased: Dollar 
store 

Mini 
Marshmallow
s 1 $3.00 $3.00 $3.00 $0.00 DID  NOT BUY 

Tablecloth 1 $1.00 $1.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Borrow: from CityStudio 
If purchased: Dollar 
store 

Towels 3 $2.97 $8.91 $0.00 $0.00 
Bring: Riley 
If  purchased:  Walmart 

Paper 
Towels 1 $2.00 $2.00 $5.00 $0.00 

Inkind Donation: from 
Riley 
If purchased: Dollar 
store 

 
Total  Before 
Tax   $4,956.23 $82.49 $77.5  

       Tax    $594.75  $9.32  

 
Total After 
Tax   $5,550.98 $82.49 $86.82  

 

Toolkit 

 
Creating your own public blanket fort is simple, cost effective, and can be easily adapted or 
altered. This toolkit is instructional to how we created Connect Fort, however the instructions 
and materials can be adapted to whatever your blanket fort needs are. 
 
Materials: 

● 30X Sheets (sheets dependant on size and shape of fort) 
● 3X 10x10 Tents 
● Rope 
● Safety Pins 
● Sewing machine 
● Thread 
● zapstraps 
● Sandbags or tent weights 
● Tarp  
● Rugs or other cushioning for floor 
● Cushions 
● String lights 
● Any games or activities that you would like 
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Toolkit
Creating your own public blanket fort is simple, cost effective, and can be 
easily adapted or altered. This toolkit is instructional to how we created 
Connect Fort, however the instructions and materials can be adapted to 
whatever your blanket fort needs are.

Materials:
• 30X Sheets (sheets dependent on size and shape of fort)
• 3X 10x10 Tents
• Rope
• Safety Pins
• Sewing machine
• Thread
• zapstraps
• Sandbags or tent weights
• Tarp 
• Rugs or other cushioning for floor
• Cushions
• String lights
• Any games or activities that you would like

Construction

1. Create the roof of the tent by sewing 10 sheets in a grid. (See diagram)

2. Create the walls of the tent by sewing 20 sheets in a row. In the middle 
two sheets, only stitch them together partway, so that you will have an 
entrance big enough to walk through. Finally, sew the two ends together 
so that the fabric is one giant circle. (See diagram)
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3. Take the walls of the tent and drape them along the edges of the roof 
section. Pin this in spaced-out sections (about 1 ft. distance apart) and 
only stitch where the pins are placed. This will allow gaps along the 
tops of the walls for air to pass through and keep the tent stable from 
potential wind.

4. Arrange X3 tents in an upside-down triangle formation like the 
diagram seen below. Make sure to zap strap the tent legs together.

5. Once you know the footprint of your space, lay down tarps 
underneath the tents to protect against moisture. Cover these 
tarps with rugs or any other cushioned surface to make the ground 
comfortable to sit and walk on.

6. Use a ladder to put the sewn sheets over the tents. It is important to 
make sure to tent weight the sheets to the ground to protect against 
any wind.

7. Finally, decorate the space as you please! This can involve stringing 
lights along the tent poles, adding cushions for comfort, placing 
stations for games and activities, and making a fake campfire.

Note: Depending on where you are setting up your structure, make sure 
to find out if you will need to apply for any special permits. Often you will 
require a permit to install a structure that is over 4 feet tall, and your  
designs will have to be approved to be eligible for implementation.

Front View Top View

7ft

3ft

10ft 10ft

30ft
10ft 10ft

30ft

3 10’X10’ Tents

10ft

20ft
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Timeline

Signage (inside and on fort)

Donation Bin Donation Bin
Accepting warm clothes, jackets, 
socks, scarfs, and more. 
Donations will be given to Union 
Gospel Mission after the event  

Accepting warm clothes, jackets, 
socks, scarfs, and more. 
Donations will be given to Union 
Gospel Mission after the event  

Head to ugm.ca to 
see how else you 
can help those in 
need this winter.

Head to ugm.ca to 
see how else you 
can help those in 
need this winter.

F  rt #ConnectFort     #BridgeWarming  

F  rt #ConnectFort     #BridgeWarming  

The fire may be fake  
But the people you’ll meet around it aren’t 

Mark down your new fireside friends.

The fire may be fake  
But the people you’ll meet around it aren’t 

Mark down your new fireside friends.

We would like to acknowledge that this 
blanket fort and event are taking place 
on the unceded and eternal lands of  the 
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 
Nations. 

Unceded meaning this land was never 
formally surrendered through any treaties 
or agreements. 

As such we and the City of Vancouver are 
guests on this land. 

F   rt 

We encourage everyone to reflect on their own 
personal journey towards reconciliation 

F   rt 

I chen tl’iḵ.

ʔiyəs cən kʷəns ni k̓ʷəcnamə

Bienvenue

Welcome

Come in and Connect!
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Media Release 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Alyssa Quan 
Phone: 778-866-6415 
Email: alyssaq@sfu.ca 
 
Cambie Street Bridge Warming 
November  24th, students set out to reimagine  public  space, bringing  life  to the underside  of the Cambie 
Street Bridge. 
 
When it comes to outdoor life in Vancouver, we excel in the summer time, hosting street festivals, outdoor 
concerts, beach nights and block parties. However, we are still learning as a city how to activate public 
space in the winter, bringing people outdoors despite the weather being cold and grey. 
 
This is the challenge accepted by the most recent cohort of students in SFU’s Semester in Dialogue at 
CityStudio, as they explore the untapped potential and possibilities in Vancouver’s covered spaces. 
CityStudio Vancouver is an innovation hub bringing together students from SFU, UBC, BCIT, Langara, 
Emily Carr and NEC, as well as City of Vancouver staff, and community stakeholders. Together, they 
work to develop projects for a more joyful, liveable and sustainable city. On November 24th, discover for 
the first time the huge potential of building a series of engaging and joyful public spaces protected from 
the elements under the bridges of Vancouver. In collaboration with Viva Vancouver and experimental 
design studio HFour, CityStudio is proud to launch Bridge Warming, a free outdoor event. 
 
On Friday the 24th, from 3pm-8pm, the public is invited to connect, play and celebrate together under the 
bridge between 1st and 2nd Avenue with five innovative, student-lead projects inspired by Vancouver’s 
Healthy City Strategy - Four Year Action Plan. 

● Patio  Jams  - Join us for an interactive jam session at our pop up performance space! 
● Chalk Talks - Share your own thoughts and creativity with our participatory chalk walls. 
● Buddy Up - Visit our outdoor living room for sharing skills, books and stories. 
● Connect  Fort - Hang out in Vancouver's first large-scale public blanket fort. 
● City  Gone Wild - Explore our miniature gardenscape city and learn about the importance of 

native plants.  
At sundown, Hfour brings awe and wonder back to our oversaturated world. Be immersed in projections 
and lighting, alongside live music to end off the night. 
 
“We’re excited to get out of the classroom and into the real world,” says Hans Sy, one of the participating 
students. “We’re glad to have this opportunity to create something as part of the community, for the 
community.” 
 
“That’s the magic of CityStudio,” states Janet Moore, Co-Director and Co-Founder. “These students bring 
fresh ideas and optimism to civic engagement.” 
 
Come experience  the coziness of an outdoor winter common area. We invite you to get outside on a rainy 
dark day and add to the energy that we are seeding under the Cambie Street Bridge. 
 
We will  be  accepting  donations  on  site of blankets  and  warm clothing  items for the Union  Gospel  Mission. 
 
Please see the Bridge Warming Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1769869969988286/ 
For more information on the CityStudio program visit: http://www.citystudiovancouver.com/  


